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THE  LINCOLN  HEAD 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  first  famous  American  to  have  his  portrait  appear 
on  a United  States  coin  of  regular  issue.  In  1909,  on  the  one-hundredth  anni- 
versary of  his  birth,  the  Lincoln  head  cent  was  put  in  circulation. 


Victor  D.  Brenner,  whose  initials  appear  on  the  Lincoln  cent,  was  a famous 
sculptor  who  had  designed  the  Lincoln  centennial  medal.  The  model  of  Lincoln’s 
profile  based  on  the  medal  portrait  was  selected.  The  initials  V.D.B.  which 
appear  on  the  reverse  of  the  first  1909  cents  stirred  up  an  immediate  contro- 
versy and  were  removed  a few  days  after  coinage  commenced.  They  were 
restored  in  1918  to  the  obverse.  A magnifying  glass  is  necessary  to  read  the 
initials  which  now  appear  on  the  extreme  lower  part  of  the  bust  itself,  under  the 
shoulder  and  near  the  rim  of  the  coin. 


IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  first  used  as  a coin  motto  on  the  two  cent  pieces  first 
coined  in  1864.  Its  use  was  extended  to  include  other  denominations  by  the 
Law  of  March  3,  1 865,  a month  and  a half  before  Lincoln's  assassination. 

E PLURIBUS  UNUM,  a widely  used  Latin  motto,  means  One  Composed  of  Many. 
It  was  originally  used  on  the  Cents  of  New  Jersey  from  1786  to  1788. 
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LINCOLN  PENNIES 

Collected  by 

United  States  Mints 

There  are  three  United  States  mints  making  Lincoln  Head  Pennies.  The  Phila- 
delphia mint  has  no  distinguishing  mark  on  its  coins.  The  Denver  mint  places  a 
capital  “D"  under  the  date  on  the  one  cent  piece  and  the  San  Francisco  mint 
places  a capital  "S”  under  the  date  on  the  one  cent  piece. 

Three  Separate  Collections 

A coin  card  for  each  mint  may  be  used  which  makes  it  possible  to  acquire 
three  separate  collections  of  Lincoln  Pennies. 

Number  of  Cents  Coined  Each  Year 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  pennies  by  millions  which  have  been 
coined  each  year  by  the  Philadelphia  (P),  San  Francisco  (S),  and  Denver  (D), 


